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Information is correct as at 19 September 2023 and 

is general only – please check the Home Affairs 

website for up to date information and seek 

assistance from a migration professional where 

needed
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• Subclass 500 Student visa holders can 

generally work up to 48 hours a fortnight 

when their course is in session

• Students who have started a master 

degree by research or doctoral degree, 

and their family members, can work 

unrestricted hours

• Student visa holders working in the 

aged care sector on 9 May 2023 can 

continue to work unrestricted hours until 

31 December 2023

• Subclass 485 visa holders can work 

unlimited hours

How much can I work?
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• Some visas are linked to a specific 

employer (employer sponsored, training 

visas) – important to be aware of your 

visa conditions 

• Student visas (subclass 500) and 

Temporary Graduate visas (subclass 485) 

do not restrict employment to a particular 

employer – no obligation to work in 

chosen field of study

Who can I work for?
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• Temporary Graduate visa applicants must apply under either the Graduate 

Work Stream or the Post-Study work stream and meet requirements 

• The visa holder is under no obligation to work in their chosen field of study

• In the six months before applying, applicants must have met the Australian 

study requirement

• Generally, applicants must hold a Student visa or apply within 6 months of 

holding a student visa

Temporary Graduate visa – sc485
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Extended ‘Post-Study Work Rights’ from 1 July 2023

• Graduates who have or acquire an ‘eligible degrees’ are entitled to extended post study work rights 

and receive an additional 2 years to the standard grant period

– All Doctorate: 6 years (previously 4 years)

• Can only be applied for once

• Dependents and sub-entrants also eligible if primary applicant is eligible. 

Graduates already holding a TGV as at 1 July 2023

• Apply for nil-VAC extension of current visa through ImmIAccount

Graduates who lodged TGV before 1 July 2023

• Eligible to apply for nil-VAC extension once TGV is granted

Extended post-study work

https://www.education.gov.au/extended-poststudy-work-rights-international-graduates/resources/cricos-courses-eligible-extended-poststudy-work-rights
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Change to Grant Period for Select Degrees
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Thank You and Questions
Department of Home Affairs - Working in Australia 

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/working-in-australia

Addressing skills shortages in key industries and rebuilding the international education sector 

(homeaffairs.gov.au)

International student working hour cap factsheet - Department of Education, Australian Government

Post-study work rights factsheet - Department of Education, Australian Government

CRICOS courses eligible for extended post-study work rights - Department of Education, Australian 

Government

Office of the Migration Agents Registration Authority (mara.gov.au)

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/working-in-australia
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/ClareONeil/Pages/addressing-skills-shortages-in-key-industries-international-education-sector.aspx
https://www.education.gov.au/extended-poststudy-work-rights-international-graduates/resources/international-student-working-hour-cap-factsheet
https://www.education.gov.au/extended-poststudy-work-rights-international-graduates/resources/poststudy-work-rights-factsheet
https://www.education.gov.au/extended-poststudy-work-rights-international-graduates/resources/cricos-courses-eligible-extended-poststudy-work-rights
https://www.mara.gov.au/

