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Summary  

 
The Korean government introduced new policies and several digital and green-related key tasks amid the COVID-19 
pandemic to support the country’s economic recovery. Besides other measures for continued education and to 
support the health and safety of learners at all levels, the Korean Ministry of Education has also eased regulations on 
non-traditional education delivery, allowing overseas universities to offer 100 per cent online joint delivery in 
partnership with Korean institutions. Industry engagement and practical work experience components in many 
learning and training programs have been highlighted to boost youth employability. 

 
The Japanese government and industry is investing in research and development (R&D) to address a number of 

domestic issues such as health and an ageing society, as well as global issues such as climate change. Japan’s 
expenditure in R&D in 2019 was about US$157.5 billion in total, the third highest in the world after US and China. 

There are more opportunities for research collaboration or investment from business enterprises compared to the 
government sector, i.e. $124 billion was spent by business enterprises, compared to $18.3 billion spent by 

universities and $12 billion spent by public research institutes.  
 
There is strong demand in Japan for R&D in the following areas: 

• Health food 

• Plant-based product + Agritech 
• Pharmaceuticals 
• Anti-aging products 

• Carbon-neutral technologies 

Current Market Status in North Asia   
Coronavirus response 
 
In Korea there is another spike of COVID-19 confirmed cases. 

• With over 7,000 confirmed daily cases nationwide from mid-December. 

• As of 10 December, 81 per cent of the population is fully vaccinated (83.5% single dose completed) and 
vaccine rollout commenced in late Februnary 2021 

• Strict airport passenger screening, 10-day mandatory quarantine, and other measures re-imposed from 3 
Dec to prevent the spread of the Omicron variant 

 
 In Japan the number of confirmed cases is rapidly decreasing 

• With seven-day average of 104 persons/day  

• As of 30 November, 76.9% of vaccination target group (> age of 12) have received double doses and 78.8% 
a single dose 

 

The education sectors 
 
The Korean government Educational Statistics Service (KESS) data show that the number of kindergartens, 

universities, and vocational colleges has decreased. In terms of student numbers, Korea is experiencing an ultra-low 
birth rate, and as a result, overall student numbers have decreased. However, middle school and graduate school 

student numbers have increased. Regional universities and colleges are experiencing student shortages due to the 
continuing decrease in Korea’s school-age population. In addition, as infrastructure and resources are concentrated 

in the Seoul metropolitan area, institutions are seeking innovative ways to promote themselves, including more 
active collaborations with overseas partners.  
 
In terms of international student numbers, in the first semester of 2021 (January-June), the number of international 
students that entered Korea was down 82% from before the outbreak of COVID-19 as of the first semester of 2019. 
Meanwhile, face-to-face classes at all schools nationwide resumed on 22 Nov, but as Korea reinstates stricter social 
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distancing measures due to rising cases of COVID-19, the MOE advised schools to reduce student density and 

reintroduce online classes from 20 December, with these measures to end when schools go into winter vacation. 
 
The Korean government has set its research and development budget for 2022 at KRW 23.5 trillion (USD 19.8 
billion), a 4.6% increase from 2021. R&D budgets will be increased to support Korean New Deal 2.0 projects and 
promote key industries of the future including satellite navigation, space exploration, quantum technology, 6G and 
other frontier technologies industries. The Korean government will also reinforce COVID-19 vaccine R&D to help 
respond to new variants and increase investment to over KRW 6.3 trillion (USD 5.3 billion) in BIG3 – bio healthcare, 
semiconductors, and future vehicles. 
 
Lastly, given recent events, new international student source markets, which include many countries in the EU have 
been active for in-market promotions. Their program offerings vary from native language plus English to degrees 
programs (i.e., specific-discipline-focused). 

 
In Japan, prior to the pandemic, the enrolment of Japanese students in Victoria was stable and increasing 
gradually. The ELICOS sector is the biggest sector of the Japan market but has been declining due to emerging 
competitors, particularly the Philippines. Japanese students seek an international experience and short-term 
study tours, semester or 1 year study abroad, including exchange programs, have always been popular and 
there is considerable pent-up demand due to the pandemic. Long term programs under partnerships started 
to resume in September semester with universities hoping to resume short term study tours as soon as 
possible. University formal partnerships are crucial to implement all programs. 
 
The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) strongly encourage universities and 
colleges to deliver face-to-face classes, but universities have continued a mode of hybrid delivery of remote 
and face-to-face, due to concerns of infection spread on campus. The Government have now resumed the 
Tobitate scholarship for study abroad. 

 
Opportunities  
 
For Korea  

• Institutional partnerships for joint degrees, student exchange, online or hybrid learning and training, and 
articulation pathways for Higher Education and Vocational Education and Training  

• Research collaboration in fields related to the Korean New Deal, with governmental financial aid  
• Collaboration with scholarship peak bodies and government-funded project administrators  

• Study Melbourne Alumni Campaign - Korea  

 For Japan  
• Strong demand for English + Alpha and/or tertiary education. Leverage the Study Melbourne Pathway To 

Victoria Scholarship to recruit students 

• Increasing interest in combining a VET program as part of a Japanese university bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood education. Australian VET is still under-recognised in Japan, but awareness has been increasing 
gradually. 

• Strong demand for research collaboration and invest to commercial ready research. There are three 
successful Study Melbourne Research Partnerships projects with Japanese universities and a company 

which will enhance research collaborations between Japan and Victoria. 

Contact and further information  
Betty Chung, Education Services Manager – Korea in VGTI Seoul at betty.chung@global.vic.gov.au. 

Atal Samad, Policy Analyst – Global Victoria at atal.samad@global.vic.gov.au 
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