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Summary  

 
South Asian countries India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Maldives, have a lot in common: large 
populations; younger demographics; aspirational middle classes; education systems that do not fully meet 
demand; and growing interest in studying overseas.  
 
The Covid-19 pandemic and the multi-phased lockdowns imposed to curb its spread have had a devastating 
impact on South Asian economies. Despite large scale vaccine deployment across India, the rapid spread of 
Omicron has caused further economic disruption across South Asia. 
 

Education Sector in South Asia  
 
The Indian Government has prioritised innovation, research and development as one of the six pillars for 
continued investment, including an allocation of AUD $10 billion over five years to the National Research 
Foundation (NRF) to strengthen research including funding for foreign collaborations. The New Education Policy 
(NEP 2020) and the draft University Grants Commission (UGC) guidelines have both provided favorable 
conditions for foreign education collaboration.   
 
Demand for international education remains strong in India. According to a New Delhi Television (NDTV) mobility 
study – 94 per cent more students are eager to study abroad in 2021 compared with 2020, with 71 per cent 
seeking health care infrastructure and better life opportunities. 
 
The Sri Lankan (SL) Government has prioritized quality and capacity building in science and technology and 
continues to support favorable conditions for international education providers to enter the market. Australia 
has a strong brand presence in Sri Lanka. 
 
Sri Lanka recently declared an economic emergency, mainly to contain soaring inflation. There is expected to be 
a 15 – 20 per cent downturn in the number of international students from Sri Lanka coming to Victoria due to 
the current economic situation. 
 
Nepal has emerged as a significant source market for Victoria. The Nepalese Government continues to prioritise 
education to better meet high demand for higher education. The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
has set out new rules for the operation of foreign academic institutions in Nepal. 
 
Bangladesh is a strategic market. The economy is the fastest growing in South Asia. The demand for foreign 
education continues to grow. Bangladesh is progressing liberalisation of its regulations governing foreign 
institutions and currently allow for foreign universities to establish independent campuses, with the approval of 
UGC. Bangladesh is experiencing a shortage of skilled workers and the Government is looking to upskill the 
population to meet the workforce demands of a growing economy. 
 

Opportunities  
 

• India will continue to be an important partner and education market for Victoria, providing 
opportunities for joint research, joint degrees, student exchanges and articulation pathways. 

• Online education in India is rapidly growing, in particular online MBAs are increasingly popular.  

• In Sri Lanka there are opportunities for articulation pathways, capacity building in higher education for 
curriculum and pedagogy, as well as assessments for online education and blended learning. 

• Opportunities for transnational education (TNE) and skill development partnerships in Bangladesh 
continue grow. 
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• The education team at the VGTI Bangalore office can assist Victorian education providers identify 
suitable TNE partners for academic and research collaborations across the region, and with market 

intelligence, strategy, business development assistance. Upcoming opportunities for collaboration 
include: 

o School Counsellor Workshops – a number of workshops targeting school academic guidance 
counsellors are scheduled in 2022. These will build on seven workshops in 2020-21 that engaged 
with over 250 counsellors.  

o STEM Workshops for schools (TBA) – the proposal is to run school challenges and workshops to 
promote Victorian STEM education capabilities in Indian schools through challenge tests and 
workshops 

o Study Hub – India – operating virtually, the Hub brings the Melbourne study experience to Indian 
students with a virtual program of events and activities. There is intention to run some face-to-
face events in different cities across India when conditions allow and to establish a physical hub in 
Bangalore in the future.  The hub is targeting currently enrolled and prospective Indian students 
and alumni to access study support and programs, as well as information on the benefits of a 
Victorian education. Programs have a focus on four main themes: employability, entrepreneurship, 
social connection and emotional well-being, and soft skills development.  

o Initiatives to date include Confidence Crew South Asia, an award-winning program which has 
been a particular success in providing social well-being and resilience support to students 
affected by the COVID health crisis.  

o Proposed future events aim to engage students on topics such as building professional 
networks, transition to life in Australia and aspects of growth mindset and goal setting.  

o For more information on the Study Hub India and upcoming events please refer to the hub 
page on the Study Melbourne website https://www.studymelbourne.vic.gov.au/Hubs/India 

 

Contact and further information  
 
Annie Santhana, Education Services Director - Annie.santhana@global.vic.gov.au   
Anita Kumari, Trade Manager (Education) Anita.kumari@global.vic.gov.au  
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