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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands on which we meet 
and pay our respects to their elders, past, present and emerging and the 
Aboriginal Elders of other communities who may be here today.

The Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions is committed to 
Aboriginal people and to developing the economy by helping to create 
Aboriginal employment opportunities, supporting inclusion and 
economic prosperity and thriving Aboriginal communities.
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Victoria's engagement 
with South Asia

Michelle Wade, Commissioner,
South Asia
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South Asian Students in Victoria

Student numbers at Oct 2021:

TOTAL ONSHORE OFFSHORE

India 24683 18764 5919

Nepal 6515 5812 703

Sri Lanka 4512 3519 993

Pakistan 3170 2154 1016

Bangladesh 1150 706 444

Source: DESE

to add text



INDIA – The Covid situation

• India reports that a total of 954 million vaccine doses have been administered as of 12 October 2021, 
meaning approximately 70% of the country's eligible population have received at least one dose of a Covid 
vaccine.
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Source: John Hopkins University and Our Data World

Number of new cases per day Number of people with at least one vaccine dose
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INDIA AT A GLANCE

• Remains one of the fastest growing major economies in the world.

• India is the world’s largest vaccine-manufacturer.

• Strong consumer demand is helping drive India’s renewed 
growth. Resilience in India’s manufacturing sector and services sector is also 
supporting India’s optimistic economic outlook.

• Ease of doing business continues to improve – India moved up 14 places to 
#63 in 2020.

• Remains an important market for Victoria, with strong people connections 
– Victoria is home to Australia’s largest Indian diaspora.

• Covid-19 has helped fast track existing move towards a digital economy

• Sectors of focus include:

e-commerce

Beauty and wellness Gaming and animation

International education

Sport

Tech (including edtech)
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REST OF REGION AT A GLANCE

NEPAL 

Education focus only

SRI LANKA

Key education market and large 
diaspora.

Victoria holds 80% of Australian 
market

Daily flights from Melbourne to 
Colombo also supports goods 

trade

Will celebrate 75 years of 
Independence in April 2022

Not always politically or 
economically stable, but student 

market should withstand this.

PAKISTAN

Education focus only

BANGLADESH

Large and growing economy –
fastest pre-Covid growth rate in 

South Asia

Increasing focus on education and 
food and fibre

Celebrated 50 years of 
independence in 2021



INDIA – Deepening Bilateral Relationship
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Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (CEPA)

• Trade Ministers committed to an ‘early 
harvest’ agreement by December 2021 and 
final agreement by the end of 2022

• Will cover goods, services, investment, 
energy and resources, logistics and 
transport, standards, rules of origin, and 
sanitary and phytosanitary measuresAustralia and India economic 

strategies

• Australia’s India Economic Strategy was 
released in 2018

• India reciprocated with its own Australia 
Economic Strategy

Victoria’s India Strategy

• A ten-year strategy released by the 
Premier in 2018

• Victorian Premier, Governor, Deputy 
Premier and Trade Minister have all 
visited India (pre-Covid)

Senior Ministerial Engagements

• Australia’s Trade Minister, Foreign 
Minister and Defence Minister visited 
India in September 2021.

• Prime Ministers met in Washington for 
‘Quad’ leaders in September 2021

Diversifications of supply chains 

• Australia, India and Japan announced a 
supply Chain Resilience Initiative in April 
2021

• India has strengths as a technology and 
manufacturing partner for Australia

• India should not be compared to China as a 
like-for-like export market or immediate 
replacement

The Premier in India with Dr Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Head of Biocon 

and student of Bluebird International School, Delhi.



INDIA – Growing two way business presence
Victorian companies with offices in India

Indian companies with offices in Victoria

Page 10

Click to add text
Click to add text

Click to add text



Current Education 
landscape in South Asia 

Annie Santhana, Director Education, 
South Asia
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INDIA - EDUCATION
• Access Quality and Relevance in the education system – Govt 

Priority

• Largest education systems in the world, 900 universities, 
45,000+ colleges, 1.5 million schools.

• Demand for high-quality education and skills training

• Innovation and research and development is one of the six pillars 
of Budget 2021

• Strengthened National Research Foundation, $10billion 
AUD additional investment

• Top 100 institutions can offer fully online degrees

Key opportunities for Australian education include:

Research Collaboration 

Transnational education

EDTECH and Online Learning

Vocational and executive skills 
training
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New Education Policy 2020 and Draft UGC guidelines on TNE

World's top 100 universities
(THES &QS) facilitated to 

operate in India. 
NEP encourages forging strong 

international academic and 
research partnerships

Credits permitted to be 
counted for the award of a 

degree

National Research Fund or 
NRF for bi-lateral funding

UGC draft regulation to 
facilitate an academic 

partnership

Automatic approval - NAAC 
accredited (3 and above on 

scale); National Institutional 
Ranking Framework (NIRF), 

and ‘Institutions of 
Eminence’ and World Top 500

Exit option provision in Joint 
degrees

Clarity on Twinning 
arrangement

Recognition and transfer of 
credits earned by the students 

at collaborating higher 
education institutions.
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Foreign Education – Trends and Competition

• Demand for international education remains strong in India

• The US and UK is increasingly being seen as “more open and welcoming”

• There has been a steady growth of applicants to UK. UK and India signed a mobility 

partnership enabling work opportunities for young Indians

• We have seen the emergence of newer destinations - Singapore, the Netherlands, Germany 

and UAE

• Australia’s prolonged border closure has led to higher withdrawals and deferments

• 92 per cent of students would prefer to quarantine rather than defer

• Demand for STEM courses might not be as impacted as non-STEM courses

• There is greater interest in internships than ever before
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SRI LANKA

• Sri Lankan Government - "student-centric education system" - prioritising access, quality, 

capacity building

• Australia a strong brand in Sri Lanka, most popular study destination

• Education hub for the region - multilateral partnerships

• Favorable mandate allowing international education providers to enter the market

• Gap between the supply and demand in the higher education

• Sri Lanka has declared economic emergency
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India 

• India an important partner for Australia and vice versa

• Opportunities for joint research, joint degrees, student 
exchanges and articulation pathways

• Edtech and online learning continue to grow – there are 
innovative, collaborative opportunities to work with 
Indian edtech companies

• Opportunities for online remote proctoring solutions in 
India

Sri Lanka

There are opportunities for articulation
pathways.

There is also need and interest to look at
building capacity for curriculum,
pedagogy, and assessments for online
education and blended learning.

Opportunities – India and Sri Lanka
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Education updates

•Nepalese Government has promised free and compulsory education for all up to secondary 
level

•Nepalese Ministry of Education, Science and Technology has put out new guidelines for 
academic institutions engaging in any foreign collaboration

•New Education Policy 2019 – prioritised access, quality, research and skills development

Nepal

•Bangladesh is progressing well towards liberalisation of regulations governing foreign 
institution

•Private Universities Act of 2010 allows for foreign universities to establish independent 
campuses , subject to the approval of UGC . Monash College was the first foreign institution 
open a centre in Bangladesh

• Like most of South Asia, Bangladesh has a young population, with a need for quality education; 
There continues to be demand supply gap for good quality education

•Bangladesh continues to face the challenge of shortage of skilled workforce and Government 
is trying its best to skill the population to cater to the demand of the growing economy

•The Bangladeshi Government's Strategic Plan for Higher Education in Bangladesh 2018–2030 –
has established its vision and guidance for the Higher education sector in the country

Bangladesh



Page 18

Nepal and Bangladesh  
Opportunities

Digitalisation grants 
from international 

organisations

•EdTech
•Online learning
•Curriculum 
development 

Collaborative 
Partnerships 

•Vocational education
•Higher Education 
•Research partnerships

Training

•Teacher
• Faculty
• Capacity building

VGTI FOCUS FOR 2021-22

• Study Melbourne alumni campaign 
for South Asia

• Agent engagement, training
• School Counsellor Workshop and 

Counsellor Forum
• Study Melbourne Hub activities
• Build profile for Victoria through 

participation in key education sector 
events
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How can we work with you?

• Identifying suitable TNE partners for academic and research collaborations
across the region

• Assistance with:

• Market intelligence

• Strategy

• Business development

• Sector profiling

Upcoming activities this year:

• School Counsellor Workshop and Counsellor Forum (TBA)

• STEM workshops for schools (TBA)

• Study Melbourne Hub (TBA)



Abirami Vilvanathan
Manager – Study Melbourne Hub 

India
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Study Hub – India

Virtual support for Indian 
students (current, future and alumni)

Physical Hub ( TBC – maybe around 
June 2022)

Our hub is looking to focus on four 
main themes

Employability Entrepreneurship
Social and 

Emotional well 
being

Soft Skills –
Creativity

Confidence Crew South 
Asia was launched on 26 
May to offer support and 

resilience coaching to 
students impacted by the 
COVID outbreak in south 

Asia.

Through the hub we are 
building access to 

existing Study Melbourne 
programs for 

employability, leadership 
and entrepreneurship for 

details - Visit our 
webpage

Engagement to 
participate in a national 

work integrated learning 
project lead by Austrade 

and delivered by 
Practera

Alumni and student 
ambassador 

events, including focus 
on women in STEM

What are our Plans



Working Collaboratively

Atal Samad, Policy Analyst, Market Development 
and the Global Education Network, Global Victoria 
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Working collaboratively

Virtual Hub India

Market Intelligence

Advocacy to the Commonwealth

Study Melbourne Marketing Campaigns

Contact : Atal Samad
Email: atal.samad@global.vic.gov.au
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Next sessions

Study Melbourne : monthly international education sector briefing

For more information: Atal Samad

Email: atal.samad@global.vic.gov.au

Market Time

South-East Asia 15 November; 2:00 – 3:00 pm AEST

North Asia 6 December; 2:00 – 3:00 pm AEST


