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 March 2021

Highlights

John Brumby named as the new Chair of the Victorian International
Education Advisory Council

On 17 February 2021, the Minister for Trade Martin Pakula announced the appointment of
former Victorian Premier John Brumby as the new Chair of the state’s International Education
Advisory Council (IEAC).

Mr Brumby brings extensive education sector experience to the role as Chancellor of La Trobe
University and Chair of the Advisory Board for the University of Melbourne School of
Government. He will lead the Council in providing independent advice on issues relating to
Victoria’s renowned international education sector.

The International Education Advisory Council comprises industry representatives and provides
advice to the Government to help Victoria maintain its standing as a destination of choice for
international students.

International student sentiment study
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The Study Australia Partnership is conducting an international student sentiment study to inform
the improvement of international student wellbeing and support services and communications.
The national study will be conducted across four quarterly surveys. This is the third iteration of
the survey and includes a deep dive into employment rights.

The survey should take no longer thank 10 minutes to complete and is open to all international
students currently studying in Australia. Austrade has engaged research agency Edified to
conduct this research on their behalf. The survey will be carried out in compliance with the
Privacy Act, and all answers will be completely anonymous.

As a thank you for their participation, everyone who qualifies and completes the survey will go
into a draw to win 1 of 4 grocery e-gift cards, each to the value of AU$50. Terms & Conditions
apply. The survey will be open until 9am AEST, Tuesday 6 April 2021.

Thank you in advance for your promotion of this survey.

If your students experience any difficulties in completing this survey or have any questions,
please contact Edified: research@edified.com.au. For information regarding privacy, please refer
to the privacy policies for Austrade or Edified.

2020 VIEA Winners — Congratulations!

The Victorian International Education Awards are an initiative of the Victorian Government to
support the international education sector and raise awareness of the sector’s benefits to the
broader community.

These prestigious awards recognise and celebrate Victoria’s international education sector and
the outstanding achievements of international students and providers.

View all the student and alumni winners
View all the provider winners

Study Melbourne Career Catalyst
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Study Melbourne Career Catalyst is a comprehensive new employability and career development
hub to empower international students in their career journey and unleash their potential as part
of the next generation of global business leaders.

 
As the first international student career accelerator of its kind in Australia, Study Melbourne
Career Catalyst offers an exclusive suite of services, events and initiatives designed to help
international students develop their professional skills, connect to industry and employers and
launch their career.

Victorian Healthtech shines in the Middle East

Victorian Healthtech company Tali Health has been selected as one of six social enterprises to
participate in an inaugural accelerator programme launched by Ma'an Abu Dhabi. The company's
software solutions help identify attention vulnerabilities of students aged 3-7 years in one 25-
minute gaming session. Their innovative work will re-shape global approaches to future learning.

Working in collaboration with Plug and Play ADGM, the program focuses on improving mental
health access and aims to elevate social enterprises' impact by supporting them to scale up and
grow their operations in Abu Dhabi.

Selected enterprises will be provided with office space and licence registration at ADGM, Abu
Dhabi's financial free zone, as well as one-on-one mentorship and coaching through Plug and
Play ADGM. Ma'an will also offer market information and access to a network of industry
professionals and government entities, including primary healthcare providers and insurers, to
support the cohort's mental health theme.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) update

Victoria's current restriction levels
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 Study Melbourne continues to provide
regular help and support through our
dedicated coronavirus (COVID-19) support
hub. We encourage you to share this hub
with your students so that they have access
to services, support and practical help. 

Victoria returns to COVIDSafe Settings from 11:59pm on Friday 26 February 2021.

These restrictions are designed to balance getting us back to doing the things we love, while also
putting in place measures to protect all that we have worked so hard for. For key updates please
visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.

Information and support for international education sector
Government assistance is available for Victorian businesses impacted by coronavirus (COVID-
19).

Information and support for your international students

The Victorian Government offers emergency financial assistance to international students.

Emergency financial relief 

The International Student Emergency Relief Fund supported over 33,000 international
students – almost a quarter of the international students currently in Victoria.
Applications closed on 31 December 2020.
Student who are still need emergency support may be eligible for financial assistance
through the Extreme Hardship Support Program. The program is available to eligible
international students in Victoria, even if they have previously received a payment through
the International Student Emergency Relief Fund. Find out how to apply through the Red
Cross website.

Coronavirus (COVID19) Test Isolation Support
Workers in Victoria can apply for a $450 Coronavirus (COVID-19) Test Isolation Payment, which
provides financial support while they self-isolate to wait for the results of a COVID-19 test.

Other support for international students in Victoria
In addition, international students in Victoria can access other Victorian Government support,
including:

one-off rent relief grants of up to $3000 for people in rental hardship due to the pandemic
free groceries at the Foodbank International Student Pop-Up Store in central Melbourne -
open until the end of March 2021.
utility relief grants to help pay overdue bills
a dedicated coronavirus (COVID-19) support hub
help to find work through Working for Victoria
a directory of community support and food relief
access to free legal advice on accommodation and employment matters
confidential support and practical help through the Study Melbourne Student Centre.

Services Spotlight
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Study Melbourne Student Centre
The Study Melbourne Student Centre building is still temporarily closed. Nonetheless, our staff
continue to work online and over the phone to provide case management support and
information referral services for international students on a wide range of issues. This includes
mental health support and free legal advice on employment and accommodation matters.
Resources at the centre have been enhanced to help meet the unprecedented demand for
support from students, including increased capacity to provide case management and
emergency assistance. Visit the Study Melbourne website to find out how to get in contact.

Get involved!

South Korea — Scholarship and Fellowship opportunities – Korean
Studies
The Academy of Korean Studies (AKS) is offering scholarships for Master’s and Doctoral Degree
Programs and the AKS Graduate Fellowship. The program provides international scholars and
doctoral candidates with an opportunity to carry out their research studies and explore South
Korea.
 
If interested in this opportunity or learn more about it, please contact Na Yeon Lee, International
Student Advisor at the Graduate School of Korean Studies, AKS at nylee@aks.ac.kr or Betty
Chung, Education Services Manager at VGTI Seoul at betty.chung@global.vic.gov.au.

Expression of interest — food aid partnership with SecondBite
The Victorian Government has awarded a total of $1.35m in funding to SecondBite, Foodbank
Victoria and OzHarvest to provide much-needed food aid for international students experiencing
financial hardship and broader impacts of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

SecondBite has partnered with FareShare to distribute pre-prepared frozen meals to international
students across Melbourne. The meals are ideal for students seeking tasty, nutritious food that
may be experiencing financial hardship or limited kitchen equipment. The meals are culturally
appropriate and include vegetarian, halal and kosha options.

 
SecondBite is currently looking for education providers and community organisations to become
distribution points for their meals. If you would like more information, please contact Emma Last
via email at emma.last@studymelbourne.vic.gov.au.

Opportunity — Connect with an education provider based in Sri Lanka
We have an enquiry from an education provider based in Sri Lanka. They are keen to connect

https://gemsuseraccount.createsend1.com/t/r-l-juukkydl-l-jl/
mailto:nylee@aks.ac.kr?subject=South%20Korea%20%E2%80%94%20%20Scholarship%20and%20Fellowship%20opportunities%20%E2%80%93%20Korean%20Studies
mailto:betty.chung@global.vic.gov.au?subject=South%20Korea%20%E2%80%94%20%20Scholarship%20and%20Fellowship%20opportunities%20%E2%80%93%20Korean%20Studies
mailto:emma.last@studymelbourne.vic.gov.au?subject=Expression%20of%20interest%20%E2%80%94%20food%20aid%20partnership%20with%20SecondBite


7/1/2021 https://dbiweb.createsend.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D8D52BC72F59E5342540EF23F30FEDED/C67FD2F38AC4859C/?tx=0&previewAll=1…

https://dbiweb.createsend.com/t/ViewEmail/r/D8D52BC72F59E5342540EF23F30FEDED/C67FD2F38AC4859C/?tx=0&previewAll=1&print=1&so… 6/7

with Victorian education provider for the final year (TNE) and Masters Programmes for Child
Psychology, Applied Psychology and Clinical Psychology.
 
Interested institutions, please contact Annie Santhana via email
at Annie.Santhana@global.vic.gov.au.

South Korea — ‘Meister University’ partnership opportunity – Masters in
Physiotherapy
A private vocational college seeks a university partner who can jointly develop a master’s course
in physiotherapy - a practical approach for the Korean government’s Meister University project.
 
Key activities include:

Victorian visiting professors
Pathway and academic advancement
Faculty exchange
Short-term discipline training in Victoria for enrolled students

If interested in this opportunity or learn more about it, please contact Betty Chung, Education
Services Manager, Korea, via email at betty.chung@global.vic.gov.au.

Industry News

The United Arab Emirates — Victorian International School of Sharjah to
build four new purpose-built campuses
Victorian International School of Sharjah (VISS) is expanding with four new purpose-built school
campuses within the Emirate of Sharjah.
 
Continuing to build on the vision of His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan Al Qassimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, in conjunction with the State Government of Victoria in
Australia, VISS will continue to build on its excellent reputation across the UAE.
 
The new campuses will enable more communities to access education that celebrates Learning,
Community, Diversity, Integrity and Excellence.

India Union Budget 2021 — Education investments to focus on upskilling
and increasing R&D and technological innovation
Innovation and R&D is one of the six pillars of India's budget for 2021. Other key pillars included
health and well-being, physical and financial capital and infrastructure, inclusive development,
human capital, and minimum government and maximum governance.

Important highlights include:

The National Research Foundation (NRF) is expected to get an outlay of Rs 50,000 crore
(10 billion AUD) over five years to strengthen research and focus on the national priority
thrust areas. A strengthened research ecosystem will enable enhanced research
collaboration between Victorian and Indian universities.
The National Education Policy initiatives were prioritised. As a result, over 15,000 schools
will implement the National Education Policy and act as a model for other schools.
One hundred new Sainik schools to be set-up and a central University in Leh, Ladakh for
higher education.
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The Apprenticeship Act was amended – The NATS is realigned for providing post-
education, apprenticeship, training of graduates and diploma holders in engineering.
These initiatives could potentially offer opportunities for collaboration for skill development.
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